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the main to expect every year, fee gets a glimpse into
the character and peculiarities of the different classes of
the population, both native and foreign. He may know-
little of the language of the country; but if he has an
observing mind, and moves freely about, he is constantly
receiving information about the people in a degree which
he himself does not always realize. If his residence be
prolonged for many years, as he looks back to his first
year, and remembers its experience, he finds that his views
have been greatly enlarged, on many points greatly modi-
fied ; he is sure that his knowledge is much more accu-
rate and mature; but there is scarcely any subject on
which he finds his views entirely reversed.
This, at least, has been my experience. I have a vivid
remembrance of my first year in Benares—a much more
vivid remembrance than I have of subsequent years, and
it would be strange if I did not find that my views on
many Indian subjects have been greatly modified, and
on all much enlarged ; but I do not discover that on any
subject there has been a complete reversal.
I have already mentioned that* on my voyage from
Calcutta to Benares I spent much of my time in the
study of the Hindustanee language, commonly called
Urdu. Within a week of my arrival I gave myself to it
with, all the application of which I was capable. I had
as my teacher a munshee, who had been long employed
.by the missionaries of our Society, but who could not
speak a sentence in English, though he knew the Roman
character well. I was told that his ignorance of English
would prove an advantage, as I should on this account be
obliged to speak to him, in however broken and limping
a fashion, in the language which it was indispensable for
me to acquire. We had before us an English and

